
MNA BOARD MEETING MINUTES— August 2020 

Zoom Meeting:  Wednesday, August 5, 2020 6:33 pm –8:01 pm 

Vacant – 1  Gene Masters/Diane Berry - 10 X GUESTS:   

Miguel & Sammy Benson – 2 A OPEN – 11  Christian Albouras X 

Mike Edmonds – 3 X Arik Grundahl – 12 X Matt Veldran—County Board X 

Tony Smick – 4 X Sheray Wallace – 13 X Lucas Hale—Neighborhood 
Officer 

X 

Tyler Rehm/Sara Wagner – 5 A Lisa Schulz, Treasurer X   

Lisa Veldran – 6 X     

Heidi Wiley  – 7 A     

Janice/ Mark Bauman – 8 X (X= present, A= absent)    

Terry Evanson – 9 X     

 

Welcome (Terry):  Terry welcomed everybody and invited Officer Hale to give his report. 

INVITED GUESTS 

• Update on neighborhood safety issues (Officer Lucas Hale):  Two: recent incidents involving firearms. 
o Leland: Two residents were shot. Appeared to be a robbery gone bad. Non-life threatening. 
o Leland/Balsam: early Sat. morning shots fired from 2 separate shooters after a gathering on 

the 5800 block. Officer Hale is working to prevent a continuation of this. 
o Property crimes: Officer Hale receives calls on this 2-3 times/week. 
o Terry reported on a recent Zoom meeting organized by Christian to address property crimes. 

30% increase in property crimes this year. Most are tied to stolen autos with other crimes tied 
in with this. It is critical for neighbors to keep cars/ homes locked and garage doors down. 

o Officer Hale says to invest in your neighborhood by reporting anything suspicious. 
o Lisa V. asked about proposed 5% budget cuts for next year and how this would impact West 

district. Officer Hale said no cuts in police response/patrol staffing. 

• City Alder Update (Christian A.):  
o As stated above, Christian convened Zoom meeting last Monday. Thanks to Terry and other 

board presidents who were able to attend. Crimes of opportunities involving stolen vehicles. 
We need to prompt each other to maintain safety and not blame the victim. Complex 
situation. 

o Concerted response from the city is needed on violence. Lots of ideas: gun buy backs, 
mediation between groups with bad blood, etc. How can we play a role in mitigating tensions? 
Something needs to be done. 

o Ground breaking of 5802 Raymond Road Commonwealth building set for August 20 
o New traffic lights on Prairie and Raymond should be finished soon. 
o Smart Growth Greater Madison: Pro business lens and pro economic development. The 

recommendations are to limit the neighborhood associations involvement in planning. 
Christian says that the process needs to make sense to the neighborhood. 

o Lisa V. asked if there has been more violence since the protests on State Street. Problems of 
shots fired were happening even before protests. Lisa V. and Mike E. asked for data.  Shots 
fired is an indicator of violence in a neighborhood. Officer Lucas said a press conference was 
held concerning this. Chief is very aware. Officer Lucas recommends talking to Joel Despain for 
data. 

o Christian said that the pandemic has put all municipalities into a predicament related to 
budgets. If MNA wants their voices heard with regards to public safety, send email to Christian. 
There is a groundswell of voices to defund or abolish the police. 

• Matt Veldran (County Board update): Covid Testing at Alliant Energy Center. Running out of funding 
for testing. National Guard involved.   



STANDING BUSINESS 

• June 2020 minutes: no comments. Approved as they stand. 

• Treasurer’s Report (Lisa Schulz):  Nothing to add to report. Terry asked about the $464.00 
balance for MHP (Meadowood Health Partnership). The grant from Exact Sciences hasn’t yet 
come through. Sheray is getting lots of requests from neighbors and isn’t able to help 
financially. She has gone through $30,000 in grant money to help neighbors. Now, she is 
referring neighbors to the Tenant Resource Center for rent assistance. Lisa said that the Exact 
Science check should be coming in the next few days. The needs for families in the 
neighborhood are increasing. 

OLD BUSINESS 

• MHP Activities (Sheray unable to give report—left meeting early.) 

• Watershed Study Focus Groups –affecting Areas 2,3,7,8, 10, 12 : Terry sent out emails. Let her 
know if you want more info. 

• 5802 Raymond CWD Ground breaking (Terry): 10:30 AM on August 20. When Terry has 
specific confirmation, she will forward on to us. The site will be ready in the spring of 2021. 

• Annual Meeting Recommendations/Membership Drive (Terry): 
o In lieu of annual meeting, the Board will give an on line update on MNA activities in 

the past year (new welcome signs, MHP and Covid 19 work, Exact Science Partnership, 
new board members, etc.).  

o Terry recommends not doing elections this year due to Covid. Lisa S. asked if our 
bylaws require us to hold an election? Not sure. Lisa V. recommended suspending 
elections for this year. Okayed by the board. 

o Membership Drive Alternatives: 1) Lisa V. just drops an envelope with membership 
materials at peoples’ homes, asking if they want to be new members. She’ll also put a 
notice in the newsletter and the website. Lisa S. agrees. The September newsletter 
goes to everyone. Maybe attach a new membership card to the November newsletter 
for new members? 2) Gene’s recommendation: Put something BIG (e.g. box) on the 
front page of the MNA Sept. newsletter. Either can do membership online or mail it in.  

NEW BUSINESS 

• Lisa S. checked on line and discovered that the $5,000 from Exact Sciences was already in the 
bank.  

• 2020 Ash tree treatment in Meadowood Park (Terry): Checked around for pricing and got 
four bids. Two in so far. The cost is now twice as much as two years ago, at $350.00! 

• Police Liaison for MNA (Terry): David and Merle have both resigned as liaisons. This was 
because of a disagreement of what to put in the liaison report. Terry suggested the role of a 
police liaison should be more than just reiterating the same incident reports that are available 
online, but rather what we can do to look out for each other and build a safe community. Help 
the neighborhood communicate better. Lisa V. is volunteering to do police liaison work for 
now. She has contacts in her work. Terry thinks we can take a different approach and be 
effective. Put communication posts on Facebook, Nextdoor, and newsletter.  

• Deadline for September-November Meadoword issue (Mark): Deadline is the last Friday in 
August. Board members are encouraged to send an email to their respective area residents to 
introduce themselves or neighbors, in the spirit of the ‘Meadowood Here and Now’ effort. 

•  Meeting adjourned at 8:02 pm.  


