
MNA BOARD MEETING MINUTES— December 2020 

Zoom Meeting:  Wednesday, December 2, 2020 6:30 pm –8:07 pm 

Maggie Dugan– 1 X Terry Evenson--9 X GUESTS:   

Miguel & Sammy Benson – 2 A Gene Masters/ Diane Berry-10 X Christian Albouras X 

Mike Edmonds – 3 A Jacob Kriegisch– 11 X Matt Veldran—County Board X 

Tony Smick – 4 X Arik Grundahl--12 X Lucas Hale—Neighborhood Officer A 

Tyler Rehm/Sara Wagner – 5 X Sheray Wallace--13 X Kristen McCool—Cpt. Adv. Grp X 

Lisa Veldran – 6 X Lisa Schulz, Treasurer X   

Heidi Wiley – 7 X Rebecca Kowalewsky—At Large X   

Janice/ Mark Bauman – 8 X (X= present, A= absent)    

 

• Welcome (Terry):  Terry welcomed everybody, noting that we had enough participants for a quorum. 
She invited Christian to give his report first. 

• City Alder Update (Christian):          
o Alternate side parking is now in effect (since 11/15/20). 
o Questions about Covid-19 vaccine: will be offered to general public in spring or later. Continue 

to practice safe protocols to protect your family. 
o Passing of the city budget in mid-November:  Public safety is a big issue in our neighborhood, 

but more officers were not added in this budget. The Council was not even able to vote on it. 
Some good things: Public Health got money allocated for violence prevention efforts. This was 
the lowest levy increase for property taxes in the last 5 years. 

o Civilian Oversight Board meeting was held. It was five years in the making! Sheray was chosen 
as an alternate on the Board. 

o Zoom meeting with Traffic Enforcement Safety Team. Close to 70 participants. Balsam/Leland 
Road traffic request—a priority but a slow process. 

o Christian announced that he intends to run again as our City Alder and humbly requested our 
support. Terry expressed that his work is very appreciated. 

• County Board Update (Matt V.): 
o Covid-19 updates: testing continues at Alliant Energy Tues.-Sat. This will go at least through 

January—maybe longer.  Other than testing, Alliant will continue to remain closed through 
March. 

o Social Services working on low-income housing. $2 million added to the project at Westgate. 

• Update on Community Safety Worker activities (Sheray):  
o 16 clients as of today.  Lots of referrals. Mental health services needed. Support from MHP for 

resources like food and rent assistance. CSWs are working well with the police: debriefing and 
explaining to police how residents think. CSWs meet with police every day before they start. 

o Residents are grateful that the police refer CSWs to handle many issues instead of just giving 
them a ticket. Police continue to stay involved with domestic violence cases. 

o CSW program started at a very important time during Covid crisis. Per Sheray, police are happy 
with CSW work.  

o Terry said that the news is terrific and wondered if more funding is being passed at the end of 
December to continue this program. Sheray said that a case study is being done and is hoping 
that the program will be extended longer and spread to other parts of the city.  

o Kristin McCool also wondered who is pursuing additional funding for this? It is so successful but 
there are only two workers. Sheray and Mike take their positions very seriously and want to 
show the city that this is a valuable program. It needs to be extended. 

STANDING BUSINESS 
• November 2020 minutes: No comment or questions.  Passed and approved. 



• Treasurer’s Report (Lisa Schulz):  Lisa announced that the Exact Science grant money came through 
earmarked for MHP. Lisa S. asked Lisa V. to check with the Friends of the Library Board to find out why 
they never cashed the donated check from us. Action: Lisa V. will double check with them. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

• MHP: Sheray reports that she had 58 clients in November. She has been distributing face masks and 

hand sanitizer bottles. In January, she will be giving a report to UW Health and will share with us. 

• Website Update: Heidi reported that she is working on the website with a neighborhood resident  
Scotty Inzeo, who is a web developer. They meet once a week and have made progress, making it 
more organized with a timeless look. They want it to be welcoming with invites to the board meetings. 
Possibly include a map of the neighborhood and biographies of the board members with photos. She is 
asking for feedback. Terry said that she would like more content on the first page.  

• 2021 Budget Review (Terry):  The budget is balanced with no activities for the first half of the year due 
to Covid-19. More activities may develop in the second half. There is a Community Supper budget for 
the second half of the year. We need to continue a relationship with Exact Science and ask them to 
support our Community Suppers—maybe starting in the fall. Grant for MHP included. No comments 
from the board. Action: Terry said to be aware that we will be voting on the budget at the MNA 
January meeting.  

• 2021 MNA Social Activities—Virtual Bingo:  Terry said that there is a way to play virtual Bingo with up 
to 100 people. The cost is only $10.00 for a hundred cards. The MNA Bingo game allows each person 
to use up to two cards at a time. Our goal is to use the prizes that we collected for our 2020 Bingo 
game. This event will need to be announced in the January newsletter. Question: Would the people 
that enjoy playing Bingo be able to use a computer? The board should try practicing playing virtual 
Bingo to see how it works. Action: Date set to try it out virtually with board members on December 9th 

at 6:30 pm. 

• Membership Drive reminder—Update MNA Database: Action: Terry reminded board members to 
update the database with their new 2021 MNA members from their areas. 

NEW BUSINESS 

• Neighborhood Safety Signs/Safety Committee: 
o Terry asked Rebecca K., Kristen McCool, and Sheray to form a safety committee with Rebecca 

as the chair who will bring new info to the board.  
o New ‘Hey Neighbor’ safety signs to distribute. We have a dozen. Mike Thompson in Orchard 

Ridge had designed this originally. Not political. We can use his template so we don’t have to 
create a new one. Krista emailed a number of neighborhoods about the signs and only heard 
from Prairie Hill so far. The goal would be to spread out 100 signs throughout the 
neighborhoods. Sheray said that MHP could help fund the signs for Meadowood. Rebecca was 
going to distribute a sign to each board member, but Sheray and Maggie recommended not 
putting them out until spring when the warm weather starts. Lisa V. agreed with this.  

• Meadoword—January 2021 issue (Mark):  The due date for articles for the next issue is Friday, 
January 1. Try to solicit articles from your neighbors. Try sending an email to people in your areas. 
Sheray announced that a notable resident from the neighborhood has passed away on November 7. 
She lived down the street from Lisa Veldran and was the first black woman to live in the neighborhood 
starting in the 1950s. Action: Lisa V. or Lisa S. will write an article for the newsletter about her.  

• Meeting adjourned at 8:07 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Janice Bauman 


